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Welcome back to a new 
term at kindy. It was so 
fantastic over the last few 
weeks to see how excited 
many of the children were 
to be back at kindy and 
seeing teachers and new 
friends again after the 
Easter break. We are all 
looking forward to an 
exciting term with some 
great events for children 
and families and new 

opportunities to be 
involved in the kindy on a 
day to day basis.  

Many of you will have seen 
that the parent roster sign 
up sheet has gone out at 
the sign in desk. Parent 
roster is a great 
opportunity for you to 
come in to kindy for the 
morning, spend time with 
your child and see how 
they interact with their 
teachers and friends.  We 

hope that you enjoy this 
opportunity to get a ‘fly on 
the wall’ look at how a 
kindy day works and the 
types of learning 
experiences that the 
children are involved in.  

Parents are often curious 
about what children learn at 
kindy and sometimes the term 
‘play based learning’ can seem 

a bit ambiguous. Parent roster 

is a great way to see how play 
based learning happens. The 
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staff have also recently been 
discussing play based 
learning and how we can 
better communicate this to 
parents and families. We 
have made this one of our 
staff goals for 2017. With this 
in mind, please find on page 
4 the beginnings of an Aspley 
East Kindy publication that 
Marie and the staff are 
working on in order to share 
more about the nature of 

learning at kindy. If you are 
interested to know more 
about how your child is 
learning at kindy, please 
have a chat with your child’s 
teacher.  Please also let 
Marie know if this 
information is helpful or 
interesting to you.  

If you come in to the kindy 
through the car park 
entrance, you also would 
have noticed that the parent 
and child borrowing library 

has been opened. We have a 
great selection of books for 
children and some fantastic 
parenting books. Big thanks 
to Sue (Assistant in Group 1) 
for setting up and 
maintaining this library for 
the kindy.  

Big thanks also to Jo-Anne 

Burkamshaw (Group 1) who 

has made a new set of capes 
for kindy dress ups.  

Many thanks to families 
who have already made 
contributions to the 
kindergarten Building 
Fund. As the kindy enters 
its 51st year, there is 
quite a bit of work 
involved in keeping the 
building looking good and 
hopefully open for many 
more years to come. The 
contributions made to this 
fund are an important 

part of the kindy’s 
ongoing sustainability, so 
we thank you very much 
for your contributions.  

We are looking forward to 
hosting our annual 
Grandparent’s and Special 
Friends Morning later this 
month. Keep your eyes out 
for the invitation which will 
specific the times for each 
group.  

This term the kindy will also 
be hosting an Early 
Childhood student from QUT 
who is completing a second 
year field placement. Please 
join the staff in welcoming 
Jess to Debbie and Marie’s 
classes from 15th – 26th May.  
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Blue Card 

Update: 
 

In April, families 

received a letter 

regarding blue 

cards. As 

clarification, 

please note that 

the requirement 

to hold a blue 

card only 

relates to 

grandparents, 

specifically to 

grandparents 

wishing to 

volunteer at the 

kindy for parent 

roster. Parents 

do not require a 

blue card to 

volunteer for 

parent roster 

days at kindy.  

 

  

 

On Saturday 24th June 
the kindergarten will be 
hosting a Bunnings BBQ 
to raise funds for the 
kindy. The BBQ is being 
coordinated by Casey 
Wood (Parent in Group 2 
and President of the 

Management Committee). 
Casey has organised the 
kindy’s fundraising for the 
last two years and would 
appreciate any assistance 
that families can offer 
with this fundraiser. You 
will soon see a ‘sign up’ 
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sheet at the kindy sign in 
desk asking for volunteers 
to help at the BBQ. To 
run the BBQ for the day, 
we need volunteers to 
cover a number of shifts 
across the day. If you can 
spare a few hours to 

volunteer, we would really 
appreciate the help.  

The money raised from the 

BBQ is going to go towards 

some work that is planned 

for the kindy playground. 

You might be aware that in 

2015 the playground was 

redeveloped to include the 

addition of the dry creek, 

grass area and the Cotton 

Tree. The next phase of 

developing the playground 

will involve some work up in 

the area where the cubby 

now stands. This area 

requires some ground works 

to fix the retaining wall and 

move rocks. We hope to 

achieve this work with funds 

raised from the BBQ.  

. 

 

 You might have noticed 
the kindy excursion on 

the ‘Dates to Remember’. 
I am pleased to announce 
that we have secured a 
booking for Lone Pine 
Koala Sanctuary for the 
2017 excursion. We have 
been attending the 
sanctuary for the last 
three years and it has 
been a fantastic outing 
each time. The sanctuary 
are highly accommodating 
and our visit includes a 
special and private show 
for each group with an 

‘up close’ encounter with 
a number of native 
animals.  

Kindy Excursion   
The kindy hires a double 

decker bus which transports 

both groups to the excursion. 

Each family is invited to have 

one parent/grandparent 

attend with their child, so 

please mark this on your 

calendar if you would like to 

come.  

Please note that there are 

enough seats on the bus for 

all children, teachers and 

most parents, however there 

are not enough seats to 

accommodate a parent for 

every child. There will be a 

sign up sheet available in the 

weeks before the excursion 

and spaces are allocated on 

a first in basis. Due to work 

commitments, some families 

cannot have a parent attend, 

so generally most parents 

who want to come are able 

to get a seat on the bus. If 

you do not secure a place on 

the bus, you are invited to 

drive and meet the bus at 

the sanctuary.  

Please take note of blue card 

requirements if you were 

wanting a grandparent to 

attend the excursion with 

your child. 

 

 

 In Terms 3 & 4 a few of the 
teachers will be taking some 
well earned long service 
leave from the kindy.  

From Monday 24th July – 
Monday 31st July, Debbie 
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(Teacher in Group 1) will be 
taking some time off. Marie 
(Director and Teacher Group 
2) will be teaching with Sue 
in Debbie’s absence.  

From 14th August – 2nd 

October, Peta (Assistant in 
Group 3) will be heading off 
for an overseas trip. Parents 
will be advised once Peta’s 
replacement has been 
confirmed.  
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It would seem that the recent change 

in weather has brought with it, an 

early start to the cold and flu season. 

Since the start of Term 2, a number 

of staff and children have already had 

time off due to sickness.  

With this in mind I would like to take 

this opportunity to ask families to 

revisit the C&K Policy regarding 

exclusion due to illness. This can be 

found in your kindy handbook which 

is also available on the kindy website. 

We understand that it can be difficult 

to make the decision about whether 

your child is well enough to attend 

kindy as there are a number of factors 

to take into consideration. In order to 

assist your decision making please 

keep the following points in mind. 

In order to attend kindy, children 

need to be well enough to manage 

their own hygiene and independence. 

Winter Colds  

 The kindergarten classrooms are not 

staffed to cater for children who are 

sick and unable to participate in the 

normal kindy day. Sometimes this 

means that even if your child is just 

a bit ‘off’, they may not be able to 

participate in the demands of a 

kindy day.  

If your child requires Paracetamol, 

they are generally not well enough 

to attend kindy. With the previous 

point in mind, the staff cannot 

provide the 1:1 care that is required 

for children who are sick and who 

have been administered Panadol.  

If your child is not at a stage where 

they cannot manage hygiene 

practices such as wiping their nose, 

covering their mouth and washing 

their hands independently, they 

should not attend kindergarten 

when they have a runny nose or 

cough.  

As you might imagine, keeping 

everyone as well as possible 

during the cold and flu season is 

difficult and inevitably causes 

some disruption to work and 

family schedules for both families 

and the staff. If you are unsure if 

your child is well enough to attend 

kindergarten, please feel free to 

call in the morning and talk with 

the staff who can help you to 

make a decision. 

Thank you in advance for your 

consideration and I hope that we 

all make it through the cold and 

flu season relatively well. 

Upcoming Dates 

 

page 3 ASPLEY EAST KINDY NEWS 

 

MAY Monday 1 Labour Day Public Holiday  

 Tuesday 23 Grandparents/Special Friends Morning 

 Friday 26 Grandparents/Special Friends Morning 

    

JUNE Wednesday 7 Children’s Show – Ocean Life Education 

 Friday 9 Children’s Show – Ocean Life Education 

 Tuesday 13 Kindy Photos 

 Thursday 15 Kindy Photos 

 Wednesday 21 Last Day of Term 2 (Mon-Wed) 

 Friday 23 Last Day of Term 2 (Th-Fri) 
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What do children learn at kindy? 

‘Will my children learn letters and numbers?’ is a question that is commonly asked when starting 

kindy. The answer is complex, but in a nutshell, both ‘yes’ and ‘no’. The answer to this question is 

complicated because it depends on: 

 The child’s individual developmental path. The scope of development of children aged 3-5 is 

very broad. Some children will be ready to learn to write their name during the kindy year, 

some will not. This variance, unless impacted by a disability or learning disorder is normal 

and nothing to be concerned about.  

 Your definition of ABC and 123. Literacy and numeracy encompasses many processes of 

language, of which recognising the letters of the alphabet and learning to count is just one 

tiny piece.  

 Your definition of teaching. When you think of teaching, what usually comes to mind is a 

teacher out the front of the class. This type of instruction is just one method of teaching. 

Imparting knowledge can occur during a conversation in the sandpit, just as readily as it 

can when the teacher sits with the whole class. In fact, most deep learning in kindergarten 

does not occur during ‘mat time’ but rather in the deep engagement and conversation that 

happens with children and teachers engaging in meaningful play and other experiences.  

 Your definition of learning. Being able to say the names of alphabet letters is an isolated 

skill that children can learn by rote, however this does not necessarily mean that the child 

has understanding about what those letters mean. This deeper level of knowledge and 

understanding does not come from ‘drill and skill’ rote teaching, but comes from engaging 

with books and numbers in real ways, such as reading stories, writing in contexts of play 

and engaging with open ended toys like blocks, pencils etc.  

 

Becoming literate and numerate are important skills needed to function in the world and the 

foundations of these skills are laid during the kindy year; building on the range of skills that 

children already have from their rich experiences at home. At AEK we recognise letter and number 

knowledge as but a small fraction of the complexity of things that children learn while being at 

kindy. Your child will learn an infinite range of things when coming to kindy. Some of these things 

will be tangible, like learning to write their name. Some will  be less obvious, but no less important, 

such as learning to be a good friend, learning to solve problems, to persist in the face of difficulty 

and determination, just to name a few. If you take the time to watch your child in play, you will 

see that they can in fact learn very complicated skills like the physics of making a block building 

stand up or the attention and problem solving to complete a tricky puzzle.  

 


