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DATE CLAIMER 

COMMITTEE MEETING 

Monday 9th May  

 

FEES DUE 

 Friday 22nd April  

 

FAMILY FUN DAY 

Saturday 14th May 12-4pm 

 

GRANDPARENTS AND SPE-
CIAL FRIENDS MORNING 

Tuesday 24th May  & 

Thursday 26th May  

 

WORKING BEE 

Saturday 7th May 8am-12pm 

 

 

ASPLEY EAST KINDY—CELEBRATING 50 YEARS IN 

2016 

Welcome back to the new term at kindy, I trust that you all enjoyed a safe 

and relaxing Easter break. It was so wonderful to greet the children who have 

come back from the holidays with such excitement and enthusiasm to recon-

nect with their friends and teachers.  

This year and particularly this term is an exciting time for us as we approach 

the kindergarten’s 50th birthday. Over the last 12months the staff and the 

anniversary sub-committee have been spending time looking through the 

kindergarten archives and making plans to document our history.  As I am 

sure you can imagine, the kindergarten is at once very similar and yet very 

different to what it was when the doors opened on 14th May 1966.   

In opening up the kindy archives, we are discovering so many fascinating 

things about our history, some of which you will be able to see at the Family 

Fun Day on Saturday 14th May when we celebrate the 50th birthday of As-

pley East Kindy. On the day there will be a historical display which will in-

clude many photos documenting the people and environment of the kindy as 

well as excerpts from original meetings, newsletters etc.  

The project to develop the kindergarten’s history is a large undertaking 

which will continue throughout this anniversary year and well into the next. 

If you are interested and would like to be involved in this, please have a chat 

with Marie.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A photo (found on Kodachrome slides) from the 70’s showing the kindy play-

ground with a dry creek bed which is serendipitously in almost the same lo-

cation as the new kindy creek bed constructed in December 2015. We did not 

know that there was previously a dry creek in the kindy! 

 



“Coming together is a beginning, Keeping together is progress 
Working together is success” 

Henry Ford 

In the last newsletter, we wrote about the way in which we establish our culture, 

our rules and our expectations with new groups of children.  This is an ongoing 

task and one which we revisit often throughout the year. 

Something that the staff hold as very important and you will notice in the pro-

grams here at Aspley East is our belief in the  importance of relationships to learn-

ing.  Since we know how important relationships are to learning, we need to focus a 

significant part of our curriculum on the development of social/emotional skills.  

Without social emotional skills, children cannot learn as effectively and cannot 

make the most of their learning.   

The difficultly with this type of teaching/learning is that it can be difficult to spot.  

You won’t see this type of teaching displayed on a poster of letters or numbers and 

you will likely not see it in the daily slide show, but if you look and listen closely, 

you will see and feel it.  When teachers spend time helping two children to solve a 

problem or when teachers plan to incorporate a particular game into the program 

in order to help the children learn to take a turn, we are increasing their social and 

emotional development.  Creating a positive, warm and supportive learning envi-

ronment also allows children to feel safe and to function to the best of their ability. 

It makes sense then, that if social emotional  skills help children to access their 

learning more readily and successfully, that the development of these skills signifi-

cantly predominates in the teaching and learning program. Sometimes there is an 

assumption that the type of academic learning that occurs in school has little corre-

lation with one’s emotions or the social environment.  Neuroscience has helped us 

to understand that this assumption is mistaken.  We now know that there are di-

rect links between emotions and learning.  The same research has also demonstrat-

ed that systematic teaching of social emotional skills paves the way for better aca-

demic learning.    

TEACHING TEAM NEWS 

KINDY CULTURE  

In the last newsletter you would 

have read about the leave of ab-

sence that Emily Clark (Teacher 

in Unit 3 and 4) will be taking 

for Term’s 3&4 this year. I am 

pleased to announce that we are 

well into the process of recruit-

ment for Emily’s replacement 

and have a number of experi-

enced and well-qualified appli-

cants for the position. Further 

details will be provided when 

the positions are formally filled. 

Peta Bahre (Assistant in Unit 3) 

will be celebrating 10 years of 

service at Aspley East Kindy on 

Monday 18th April . Please take 

a moment to join the Manage-

ment Committee and staff in 

congratulating  Peta on this sig-

nificant professional milestone.  

AT ASPLEY EAST… 

WE DO PLEASE 

WE DO THANK YOU 

WE DO I’M SORRY 

WE DO HUGS 

WE DO LAUGHTER 

WE DO RESPECT 

WE DO MISTAKES 

WE DO HAPPINESS 

WE DO PEACE 

WE DO GROWING 

WE DO FRIENDSHIP 

WE DO HELPING 

WE DO CARING 

WE DO KINDNESS 

WE DO LEARNING 

WE ARE FAMILY 
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WORKING BEES  

 

There are two working bees for the kindy year. The first is scheduled for: 

Saturday 7th May 2016   8am—12pm 

We require at least one parent from each family to attend one of the two 

working bees scheduled for the year. 

As the kindergarten is a not-for-profit organisation, we require communi-

ty support in order to maintain the kindergarten for the children and fam-

ilies who attend. Parent participation at working bees helps the kinder-

garten to keep the fees as low as possible.  

This working bee will be the week before the kindergarten’s 50th birthday 

celebrations so will be used to ensure the kindergarten and grounds are 

looking fantastic for our Family Fun Day on Saturday 14th May.   

Keep your eyes out for a list of jobs that need to be completed and please 

sign on for something that you are happy to help out with. If you are una-

ble to come to the working bee, please have a look at the list and see if you 

could complete any of the jobs at another time.  Please have a chat with 

Marie in the office if you are wondering about jobs that you might help 

out with.   

 

COLD AND FLU  

SEASON 

One of the marvellous things about community is that it enables  us to 

welcome and help people in a way that we couldn’t as individuals .   

When we pool our strength and share  the work and responsibility, we 

can welcome many people. 
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With the cooler weather 
finally seeming to be on 
the way,  I would like to 
take this opportunity to 
issue a reminder to fami-
lies to be alert for signs of 
illness in children in order 
to prevent the potential 
spread of infection to oth-
er children in the kinder-
garten. To support deci-
sion making about wheth-
er your child is well 
enough attend kindergar-
ten please refer to the C&K 
policy relating to illness 
which can be found on the 
kindy website in the par-
ent section.  

 
 Fever is one of the symp-
toms of Influenza and as 
such needs to be treated 
with caution, particularly 
if it presents along with 
other symptoms. As a gen-
eral rule children who 
have fevers are unhappy 
and uncomfortable and in 
this case they cannot be 
cared for adequately at 
kindergarten. In the case 
that you have adminis-
tered Paracetamol to your 
child (for fever or for any 
other reason), they should 
not be attending kinder-
garten for that day. The 
kindergarten cannot pro-
vide the 1:1 care required 
to monitor a child who is 
unwell and has been ad-
ministered medication. 
 
Whether a child is well 
enough to attend kinder-
garten depends on a num-
ber of factors. If you are 
unsure about whether 
your child is well enough 
to attend, please telephone 
the kindergarten in ad-
vance and we can be of 
assistance in making a de-
cision. 



ASPLEY EAST STAFF 

 

MARIE WHITE 

DIRECTOR/TEACHER 

UNIT 1—THURS/FRI 

 

DEBBIE QUIG 

TEACHER 

UNIT 1—MON/TUES/ ALT WED 

 

SUE PEARSON 

ASSISTANT 

UNIT 1—MON/TUES/ALT WED 

 

EMILY CLARK 

TEACHER 

UNIT 2—MON—FRI 

 

PETA BAHRE 

ASSISTANT 

UNIT 2—MON/TUES/ALT WED 

 

NICOLE HOMEWOOD 

ASSISTANT 

UNIT 1—THURS/FRI 

 

CHERIE DUX 

ASSISTANT  

UNIT 2 MON/TUES/WED/TH/FRI 

 

KAMAY EADES 

ASSISTANT FOR 2016  

UNIT 2—THURS/FRI 

 

HELEN HUMPHRIES 

ADMINISTRATION 

MON/TUES/THURS/FRI 

 

LAUGHTER REALLY IS THE BEST MEDICINE... 

Did you know? 

 That laughter really is contagious?  According to David Goleman, au-

thor of “Emotional Intelligence”, glee spreads so readily because our 

brains are built on open-loop circuits designed for detecting smiles 

and laughter that makes us laugh in response. 

 Humour, laugher and playfulness stimulate creativity, communication  

and trust (even though our games and songs might seem purely frivo-

lous, they serve a much deeper purpose!).  Laughter even stimulates 

physical health such as strengthening the immune system, boosting 

energy, diminishing pain and reducing stress). 

 Laughter benefits children’s social skills as it strengthens relation-

ships, enhances teamwork, defuses conflict and attracts others to us. 

       So…..have a good laugh as often as possible!  

Our C&K Curriculum also says that Shared understandings occur 

when: 

there is belief in all children 

there is enjoyment and engagement in the learning process 

achievements are celebrated 

Children are learning to demonstrate joy, interest and involvement 

in learning with and alongside adults who demonstrate intent in 

progressing children’s onward learning journey in living and learn-

ing environments that are dynamic, engaging and open to many 

possibilities. Families are informed about their child’s learning and 

achievements. 
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In the sweetness of friendship let there be laughter, and sharing 

of pleasures.  For in the dew of little things the heart finds its 

morning and is refreshed. 
 

Khalil Gibran 



FUNDRAISING  
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This year the kindergarten has a fundrais-

ing sub-committee which has been 

formed with members of both the Man-

agement Committee and other interested 

families. There has already now been 

three fundraising events including the 

sweet stall, the Heartkids charity fund-

raiser and the Bunnings BBQ.  

The sweet stall raised $608 which is being 

used to help cover the cost of putting on 

the Family Fun Day to celebrate the kin-

dy’s 50th birthday.  

The Heartkids jewellery fundraiser raised 

$25.20 which went directly to Heartkids 

who provide support for families and chil-

dren with heart disease.  The Heartkids 

campaign nationally raised a total of 

$267,911. 

 

 

 

 

The Bunnings BBQ raised close to $2000 

which goes directly back to the kindy to 

help with resources.  

A very big thank you for your support of 

the kindy’s fundraising efforts so far. The 

next big event for the kindy will be our 

50th birthday on Saturday 14th May.   

 

 

 

As well as raising funds through fund raising, the kindergarten also relies upon 
grants to meet operational costs and to help keep the cost of fees as low as pos-
sible.  

There are a number of grants that are available to community organisations 
each year.   

This year the kindergarten has been successful in securing a grant from the 
Kedron-Wavell Services Club’s Community Grants Program for $1000. This 
money is being used to contribute towards the cost of replacing the toilets in 
the children’s bathroom.  

There is also a grant in process from the Commonwealth Bank Community 
Grants program for $10,000 to cover the cost of installation of acoustic panels 
to the interior ceilings in order to reduce classroom noise. We are expecting 
the result of this grant to be announced in June 2016.   

COMMUNITY GRANTS 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fs-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com%2F736x%2F08%2Ff5%2Fd7%2F08f5d7db2da38b9d5fc67805b7e00a87.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fvmunn92%2Fquotes%2F&docid=0rQw0LJ9Rr8XpM&tbnid=Yeri-Gb1FArw7M%3A&w


ASPLEY EAST KINDY 

HISTORY 

Aspley East Kindy has 

been operating since 1966 

and has a rich history 

with many stories to be 

told. Please help us to 

record a rich history of 

the kindy by submitting 

any memories or photos 

that you might have.   

ASPLEY EAST KINDY HISTORY—DID YOU KNOW? 

C&K ASPLEY EAST 

KINDERGARTEN 

 

12 Clorane Street Aspley, 4034 

 

Phone: 3263 3292 

 

Email: 

admin@aspleyeastkindy.com.au 

 

Teacher Emails: 

 

DQuig@aspleyeastkindy.com.au 

EClark@aspleyeastkindy.com.au 

MWhite@aspleyeastkindy.com.au 

 

www. candk.asn.au/aspleyeast 

 

Did you know that Aspley East 

Kindergarten and Preschool has 

been offering play based educa-

tional programs for children in 

the local community for almost 

50 years!  

As you can see here from this pic-

ture taken in the 70’s , play has 

always been a part of the culture 

of kindergarten in C&K and here 

at Aspley East. 

As the world continues to change 

at a rapid pace and technology 

continues to influence the way 

that we live our lives and engage 

in play and leisure activities, we 

continue to engage in many simi-

lar experiences with children that 

have been offered right from the 

kindergarten’s beginnings.   

Paint is one such experience that 

generations of children have en-

joyed when coming to kindy and 

offers so many educational bene-

fits.  

We are very excited to begin dis-

cussions with the children about 

the kindergarten’s 50th birthday 

in preparation for the Family Fun 

Day on Saturday 14th May.  In 

the coming weeks you will hear 

from the 50th Anniversary Sub-

Committee asking families to 

help out in the lead up and vol-

unteer on the day. If you would 

like to be involved in the prepara-

tions, please come and have a 

chat with Marie in the office.  

EFTPOS FACILITIES ARE NOW AVAILABLE EFTPOS FACILITIES ARE NOW AVAILABLE EFTPOS FACILITIES ARE NOW AVAILABLE 

AT ASPLEY EAST KINDY FOR PAYING FEES AT ASPLEY EAST KINDY FOR PAYING FEES AT ASPLEY EAST KINDY FOR PAYING FEES 

AND PURCHASING TSHIRTS ETC. AND PURCHASING TSHIRTS ETC. AND PURCHASING TSHIRTS ETC.    

   



 

 


